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First Hand Story

of Heavy Fighting

th Bolsheviki
and How Anarch-
ists Were Out-
witted by Smaller
Forces

Lieut. Karel Zmrhal, writer ofl
the following account of Cgecho-!

Slovak fighting im Russia, first
served as & corporal. He presided
over the convention that decided to
fgit the Bolsheviki and led a de-
tachment in the succeeding battles.
His story shows what vast difficul-
%oc were overcome by the newly
rgamzed nation.

By KAREL ZMRHAL.
Nothe middle of May o small
] Cazrcho-Slovak army in Russia
wus scattered along 5,000 miles of
rallway. Some of the trains in which
It wtarted ite long Journey in March
were Already ot Viadivostok, while
me were #till standing in Southern
v unable to reach the main Siber-
lues. AL every stution the Czecho-
K tinins were held up on one pre-
text or another, while the Moscow
tios \T!t‘mph(l to break up the
vy by | ting that one-half of it
should be mu'rtml from the Viedivo-
rtok journey and go north to Arche
sogel,  In Biberian citiea the Bovieta
wore ruled by German and Magyar
rxecutive officers who made It plain
that they would not permit the army
if the Cgecho-Slovaks to reach the
weetern front.
1t was evident to every member of
this small army, to the common sol-
urs ns well as to the officers, that
they were a handful of unarmed men
mung  milllons controlled by enemy |
fluenees. The fate of the army and/!
of every individunl was at stake, and
ine the Cyscho-Blovak army was a
dunteer army, demooratic in {ta com-

positlon and without ite commander in |

who was then In America, It was
decided o call a convention of dele-
wites from all the units of the army
who wonll declde whimt course should
e omdopted,

Trotsky Ordered Great Killing.

Tha convention met on May 20 at
Uhellnbinsk on the boundary of Euro-

tem were present from all the scat-

pean snd Asintie Russia and 125 dele- |
b

ermdl units of the srmy except from |
Viadivostok group. The delegates |

coming from Viedivoetolk were im-
prisoned by the Bolsheviki at Kras-
novarsk, LEven befure the convention
et secret orders were lssued by Trot-
zhty on May 17 for complete disarming
of all Czecho-Blovak troops, Intern-
ment in prison camps of common #0l-
diers and killing all ofMicers. The con-
vention did not know this when ll.

deelded on May 23 to proceed to \'ladlu

vostok regnrdless of the desire of the
Hulshevik commissarios, to cut
their way through should attempt be
made to stop and disarm thiem.

gy May 27 eame the news of the
iwcherous attack by the Bolsheviki
wirvcho-Slovak trains al Marian-

-

i, Zlatoust and Irkutsk. The con- |
trldges Innumerable and military sups |
' plies of all sorts, It took fifteen traing |
| to carry all away,

o

vesrtion alljourned and (& was the turn
[: military leaders. When the
bWrealk came with the Bolshevikl the

1 win of the Ceecho-8lovak troops
would have discouraged the mosat san-
vibne eommander. Weat of Penin,

e Czecho-Slovaks reached the
vt Radlroad on thelr march from
aing, there wera still nine
hut theke detachiments waee
ol armed, Botween Penza and Syx-
n. where the rallroad crossed Lhe

Vilga, thers were six tralns; then
there wan n jump to the Urals, and In

the mountnlng hotween Zlstoust and
Ohalfabinsk thers woro six trains. In
Cralialinsk itsely there stood seven
tening and b hospital teain; further

past gt Rurzan was one traln of com-
ants and one traln of supplies; at
ropaviosk one train of supplies, and
(wnak was the =taff traln of the
b COTe Scattered on the wide
(oo tes betwern Omsk and Trkutsk were
neeen el and Nftoen iraing
| ulready discharged thelr men at
vartok, All traing stationed east
nen were disarmed and in some of
t 1 » was not even o singlo rifle,
tu n seemed desperats. In
v the 1aek of weapons and to
tering of the small army over
ds of milex of track thers were
e il thera were no experi-
| leaders, 1t geemed almost im-
t establishy contact betwean
areiit sections and to jesuoe op-
smmanders of the different
T telegraph could not be
w+ the wires were under
f the Bokhevikl.
Ninft Was at Omak.

tnff of the Caecho-8lovak army
Cimek, bt even If it had heen

tn el In touch with It 4t s,
whether Gon. dankarov, al l!nl.'

f of =taff, would have dared |
out the decislons of the cour-

] mandine General of !!u':
I lan, oy 1 Nussian, showed

Iation that ho was dis

2y et bhefore the open bréak |
vis Imposaitile to get the «taf:

of Cmak to Chellabinals,

lovak army.
A0 truin was a small
it and the few Cwrch

wervice of tha Bol-|
W instons to get hold of |
0 ns to be able to,
nh nmong the |

The man with mom
e rienoe woas  Clen ete-
He was over 4,000 miles
i Viadivostok. Thus wo were
teo find new commanders, a
i wnd o bhew plan  almost

1 fwenptyv-four nours
w (e lio-Slovai army oon-
tiy of young men, 80 there
rauctienlly no staff ofMicers nvall-
(hime of our men who had been
Mleors 16 the Austrlan army were all
ey Lisutenants and Captalna
Tiawsln, up to the time of our
irture from the Ukraine, the high
nands were given to Russian oftl-

Formed a New Siafl,
sy BLART wWis eredted, ‘eonuinting
ghe cmmanding officers of the
Fourth, Feventh and Becond
wnts; Ita members were Lleul.-

Lol Vojoechoveky, Lisut. Cecek, Capl,

e the new headquarters of |

HOW THE CZECHO-SLOVAKS O

kIC’o
chos Ovl.
h
ﬂu.rc‘i\ toc'vfwr

$. arTOWs Po
(now lieut enm

vaka
revelw .i.olx

Gajda and Ldeut, Eyrovy, Within
threa doyas thess men worked out a
plan for taking possesalon of the
Biberian rallrond and securlng It from
flank attacks. Courlers were sent to
dellver orders to traln commanders
and the staff broke up so that Ita
members might  assume individual
commanda, The operations were
divided into five groups: that of
Penea, commanded by Cecek; of Chels
jabinek, commandad by Vojcechovaky
of Omsk, commanded by Byrovy; the
group of the east, commanded by
Cajda, and that of Viadivostok, com-

| manded by Dietericha,

The courlers siiccesded in reaching
all the tralns to the west of Cheljn-
binsk, but in the other direction they
only got as far as Krasnoyarsk, about
half way from Chellabinek to Lake
Haikal. There they were imprisoned.
Eo it happened that the strong group
In eastern Biberia took no part In
the principal campalgn.

Urders were Issued to take posses-
slon of the rallroad at the same mo-
ment, but not until the Boviet of na-
tional commissaries gave its answer
1o mi;, st appeal that It should
aband its demand for our complete
disarming and for our dispersal. The
Soviet anrwered hy trencherously st
tacking us at Marianovka, Zlatoust
and Irkutek on May 20 gnd 27,

The Czecho-Slovak army then, with
ont firing a shot, occupled the Impors

thnt Junction of Chelinbinsk, together |

with the clty of Cheljabinsk, numbers
Ing 90,000 peoplk Here 2,000 Wed
Guards wers disarmed. On May 29
Penza wis occupied ufter a severe hats
tle, We captured there 700 machine
gune, many cannon, riflas and, car-

Faced & Double Attack.

Thia wvictory did not solve all the
difficulties of the Penza group, Befors
It was the River Volga, along which a
strong Hed Army wus placed, and at-
tacks were to be expected from both

 aides and the rear as well Our men
numbered 5000 and had to rely on|f
Bometimes the groups fighting on
different fronts had no eommunication
and the only
to make their action harmonlous was
the fact that the gual

themselves, whils the Heds could ex-
pect menforeement from all sides. The
Ied Army was composed mostly of
prisoners of war and It waa 14,000
strong, all well armed. To mect them
the zecho-Slovaks sent a part of the
Foareth Regiment under command of
Li=ut, Gayer. In all theas battles the

numerical superiori'y of the Bolshevikl | broken
wWna s0 owruhmn ng lh.u our men | which were

miles of territory never bofore
seon by o white man, and Incldentully

A visit to the North Pole, {8 the daring ot America;
project of Capt. Holert A Hurtlutt.l
commander of Admiral Peary’s shipon | Admiral
s last voyage and for years a wan- | Wise Wood,

derer within the Arctie Clrele,
Were the plan the product

mind of just one man, even of such l.

about the danger of reading too much
of Yerne, Poa nnd Wells. But bnek
f Capt, Bartlett, lack of him not only
thonretieally Lut Ananclially, and at the
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commanding norﬂtern front A ,

Gercral Jan Svrov

bad to resort to
above all to nnrpr!.w

Gaver sent part
muand to go around the

and rallrond centrea.that they would et
It counted not more than 35,000 men. | yar controvorsy

desperate measures

of his small rome.
Red Army and ! that of Omsk and further east,

that this detachment had
to get to its place he
balunes of his men to attack In front

Ponza group
firom the Volen

troubles ware

His plan was suoccessful «
Red Army ran awi
had both legae shot

Here the Ieds wore quite sirong, for
In n single factory bullding they
well supplied
hut the whole elty wins cap-
* the third storming <

Warmly Greeted by People.

Away and dled.

a8 wonderful

and the rallrond bridgoe, \;fan i-
Irty muchinse guns, was canp-
tured in thirty
of outr hombers,
Durlpg these firet dayas the Czeécho-

groups celobrated
tha battle of

hthe Czechio-S

m-Umak raliroad 8o as to make
possible the sending of reenforcements | dus
from Eknterinburg. |

Thus Omek was surrounded an thres ¢
, and a8 the Soviet had no desire
to try thelr luck against the Czecho-
the Holshevik lead-
era collected all valuables and I"|t'|||
toward Tiumen on steambonts,
was occupled by 200 Czecho-Slovak re-
The Red Guard in this clty |§-i\e<.'_\n| on the porthwost,
wns composed almost entirely of for-
mer Magyar prlaum'r-l

AIRPLANE TRIP TO

HE exploratlon by alrplane of | risk of thelr reputatlons, stand such
more thiun a milllon square : ; f \

dave &l=n came
il formully recognized
¢ ns nn ollied
nd the Czecho-Flovak National
aa the revolutionary Govern-
The rnilnwlnr dny
B'I'nnr the
hnyll

th

the peasanis h!1
{ appeircd over night
the ity murkets and the prices <ame
| down €0 1o 80 pre cent.

y possession of Chella Insk
Junction had beon pecu

| the Czecho-Nlovak wr

Blovaks In battle,
was to e Viadi-
that renched Viadi-
entlrely eut off from
and this body

ment of Bohemio.
| at l‘ﬂ little U'rnl station of
Chellnbinsk mot

erations wern startea
ure conneiion

thousand milen
HJ" hrrlll-l of Czec hn

r;.-!tzel Io ..‘1r1‘lqun innu-

organlzations
r-\-nllmg the hitherio unsvived mys-
terles of the north,

Capf. Bartlett, n Newfoundland man,
although s eltizen of the United States
| #ince 1011 and at present an officer of

the navy, has a becoming smount of
| respoct for birthplace Industey,
riss selected W bear him and his party
. une of those stout
wooden Newfoundinnd ernft which are
aimost uncrushable in the most
anng (oo pucks,
wel Ie st withheld,

teorologiste st
men as Rear Admiml Robert E. Peary,
the first man to reach the pole;
. Hawley, prealdent of the Aero Club
Rear Admilral Bradiey A
o, John Hays Hammon,

beat sclentiflo

arrival at Ewnh of tHhe vast terTitory

Henry Woodhouse, Profl.

, 1w n-!-l
of ”],.l hl'lrl.ln It|nmr- |.{
| The namo of the
rhr- mmnlu--,q of i ns are the names
man as Capt. Bartlett, the world would | rnulh] COInmiLiea .!' the Aero lub -nf‘
diemies it with a few caustle commen 1-1' Amerioa who
succoss of F‘Ii'Tl
to nrrange for

beam and draws 156 feet of water
wipipped with

r by geographical ned other s

group, of which the Cheljabinsk head-
fnuarters hiud NeWH
instrianl
while

and occupiesd 1'fa
KToup
after the fall of Omsk pruceeded fur-
ther sasl, took over Tomsk,
pupulition Itself got rid of the Soviet,
Lidinsk

where the

<Ay

grent
I0OVaK r-n:-
distingulshed |

news l

rillrond

11y the alr currents with
balloons and while
hundreds of miles
day whero |n former yearn dog sledges |
erawiml milae
the point from which
Paola in
» hase for the exploras
to the west-
miok |
abundant
the expiored portions of the
> bounds
it
. mAay be rich In val inble

1t mineral woalth of Alaskn |+

tnexplored por-
rth of Alaskn

« oxpedl- |

The easiern group undertook to
safegunrd the mliroad slong the Semi-
palatinsk Lranch and It protected the
truck aleg from surprise wituoks along
the Yenlsel River, Detachments wors
thrown as far us the gold mines of
Lena. Here the boys captured a purt
of the Ruesian gold reserve to the
amount of 360,000,000 rubles ($176,-
000,000), They turned It over to the
newly formed provisional Governmont
of 8iberla,

After securing thelr rear thia group
marched on bevond Nighny-Udinak on
Irkutsk, which wix held by a strong
Bolshevik army. The ety was enpe
tured with comparative eany, but then
the great problem way to get control
of Lake Bajkal with the mountains
surrounding It and to got into Ite
hands the rallroads which ran through
forty tunnels around the northern end
of the Inke.

For sevaral days the Cescho-Slavaks
fought with the Bolshevik navy on
Lake Balkal, Improvising thelr own
navy, nnd by surpriga attadks won a
vivtory Tha mpiority of the tun-
nels on the Blborion ralirond were
mined by a hired German engineor,
amd  everything wins roady (o hlow
them up. That wus a cnlamity that
our boyvs wanted to avouy, and so for
five days & column of them with pro-
vielons on thelr backs climbed the
Balkal Mountanin®: until they ecaught
tha Holshewiki {n the ronr and dis-
armed them before they could touch
off the minesw. By that time the Allies
hnd decided to intervepe 1 Jlussm
arnd the Czecho-Blovaks wern delig-
nated na Lhelr wdvance gunrd

The western groups were operating
in the meantime townrd the forthwest.
They captured Ekoaletinburg, the
gtrongest point in the Urads, wnid by n

gurpriee attack they gor Kusan, wlire
thay sefzed the miln Hussinn gold mv-
marve amounting to 650000 500 rubi
This was alds turned over Lo the newly
vanstituted All-Russlan Gosernmaont
The Viadivosiok ercup did 1 lre
gin thele oparations2 untdl June 20 n
one day, with the assistance of aliled
warships, they toole  posse=sion  of
Viadivostak with 34 posnlation of

more than 200 0040 Sevoriul Soviek

wirships sallad out of the ha bor, but s Ruselan nution

they returned soon to surrenler to the
Allies' ships, beonune & they
pressod it 1t would bave heon a shame
te surrender to a land nvmy

Cleaning U'p Slherin.

this group undertook & campnign to

the northwest to captut
the western Elherinn hendgu
the Reds, uftey orcupyin
and the rajlrosd as fur us
churinn border, this Ciecho-Slovak

groun turnml north late the Anvise
rillroad, The Nolehevik forces here
were numerous sinee thelr dstach

nwr;t-l driven from both the ecaxt ..-:d
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Millions: in Gold
Recovered and
Thousands of
Miles of Railroad
Captured---Law
and Orderin Occu-
pied Territories

west, Joined on the Amur. Also in far
enstern 8iberia the Nolsheviki had
only recently grasped power and had

| not committed such oxcesses as Lo

turn the people againft them. For all
these rensons our men suffered great
lorg here; In two months fighting the
eanunitien wars proportionately twioe
na lnrge na the loss of the western
groups In thres months Aghting, By
the time aur men reached Khobarovek
the nllisd detnchmonts Joined them,
and when a little laterttrafMc was re-
establiehed along the Chinese eastern
rallrond to weslorn Slheria all  the
Czecho-Hlovak groups were sént to
fight on the western or the Ural fronta,

After vonnection had besn resstib-
lishied with Viadivostok and the entire
railrond through Siberin was In our
hand#, n regular Lattle front was os-
tabllehed nlonk the Volga and in the
northern slopes of the Urale, The Red
Army planned to recapture at any cost
the citles of Kazan and Evaterinburg.
They oaptured Kazan becnuse ths
smaldl Caecho-Slovak gnrrison could
not hold 1t and evacunted It voluntar-
ily, This was neceasary to shortan the
front nnd prepars for wintor. Hut all
tha efforts of the Bolshevik army to
capture KWkaterinburg were defeated
with great loss. To-day the entire
Caecho-Slovak army is concentrated
In the Ural Mountaina,

Truth About the Movement,

I have heard the charge made in this
country over and over agoin that the
Crorho-Blovaka jolned the counter rev-
y tlution or that they were in the ser-

viee of allled capitalinate. The fact ia
that the three Czecho-Rlovak armies,
[ In Nussin, France and 1u0v, have bean
| part of the willed group armed
| foreas and subject to the suprems
milithry commund of the allles But
oven bhofors wo  rocelyed  instrace
tions to remaln In Hussin—that
|was on June I8—our canvention de-
| eided wao could not abandon tussia un-
| ] there wero guarantecs that the new
| coalition movernment, enjoying the
,confidenca of 90 per cend. of the
Ipeople, would be able to malntain order.
HSo for there In not in existen.  a Rus-
g.an army strong enough to pppose the
Fwell orpanlzed and German  trajned
Bolshevik armles. For one thing, all
| military equipment had been oban-
doned to the Germans on the old front,
o that the new Russlun nrmy ls not
| a3 yv¢t nble to hold Its own without al-
| lied nssistance,
An to the repronch sometimes made
thot the Czecho-Blovak irmy Jolned
the counter revolution, I will sny my=
Ceelfl thoueh T am a soclalist, that the
churge s true, Fur this counter
reviolutfon agalnst the Folsheyvikl is
nodemocratic-sncialistiv revo won. It
wie prepured Dy Al the Russlan Sos
clnllet partles which could no longer

Fland the arbiteary fushlon in whieh
) he f : i < o

the fa m af laenine and Trotzky
}emnln-\'---l the power they hud usurped

I Caccho-Slovaky by thelr interference
lop May 27 merely hastenwl this
eounter revolutio Ily this nct the

toflted immoensely,
for much less blood was shod in 81-
bertu than wonld buve been tho case
otherwiss, REvervhbody knows that the
cummu Bovirt «dld not repressnt
the nation: to-dey 11 dios not pepros

[Eent even the workinkg olissss They
After the occupation of Viadivestok |maintain  themselves 15

‘ puwer by
Vivience more objectionable and bars
fmrous even than the old czarlst Eys-
tem fuch w goverament cannot be

I sorvice (0 the psaie. and as for

..I.-~'-..',uh‘m It s & profunation of it

| I8 the Czecho-Slovuk wrmy main-
d by the A ? Nuo. Down to
of 1015 It was ¢ nalilered m
1' the Russlan army, suldeet to

J
the supremn Hisslan o dmand, and
Was m alned by Russia When
l'the Holsl VIR! went to Hreso-Litovik
ke peise with the Germans, the

Mlovak army became an (nde-
mrmy amdl was  mdintalined
U menns,  rim by &
Feviiutionury  doan: wf the Czechos

M Whon tile  money

Wi Xbbhstel g} [ ired an
finis lanl loan e t Siherian
i roment  ynider oo tHion which
Protocted | it ingependent  standi

Why Allles Were Aaked 1o

Why 'did) the Czecho-Slovak ariny
y ipon the ALl wHstinee,
ringih almit Tt g i ins
ervention® It wa LU LI allied
) it [ wWus
tall an des il fir help,
Wi holining
il (I 1 nt Aght-
I { \ t w=king
] . isdlelfnen
| The Soviet Glovernmiont By wtticke
|t the zechiossi K trivinm an May

elp,
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From the #dicationn)
rointervention hins a'so ben
L Among other thinge., 1wo new

ew have b opntiy]l gt Bes
miars and Trkutsk. The |t v IME .
ple have full coanfitence In Cechod
Slovaiis and the Ceecho-Sloviabhs will
ROt digippoint their thers,
pPhat will varry on e gt untll i

I8 concduded successtully,
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